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Reeth 


RICHMOND, 


Yorks . 


June,  1952. 


0FFICm.S: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  V/,  C.  Speirs,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
Sanitary  Inspector,  J.  V.  Metcalf,  M.A.S.I.,  M.S.I.A„ 

Gentlemen, 

The  follovtfing  is  my  Report  for  the  year  1951.  The 
statistics  are  based  on  an  estimated  population  of  2039  per¬ 
sons.  The  area  of  your  district  is  74,535  acres,  or  116 
square  miles.  The  density  is  therefore  17.75  persons  to  a 


square  mile. 
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The  number  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  Deceriiber,  1950 


The  rateable  value  is  £ 


penny  rate  yields  £ 

The  chief  industries  are  agriculture,  and  the  quarrying 
of  boulder  flint. 
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VITAL 


STATISTICS 


M  F  TOTAL 


RATE  PER  1 , 000 
OF  POPILATIOK 


RATE  PER  1,000  RATE  PER  1,000 
TOTiL  BIRTHS  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Live  Births  7  12 


19 


9  .31 


Legitimate  7  12  19 

Illegitimate  -  - 


Still  Births  - 


95  .02 


105.26 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate  - 


2 


Deaths  under 


L  egitimate 


Illegitimate  - 


Deaths 


29  12 


41 


20  .11 


Deaths 

from  Puerperal  causes; 

Nil 

Deaths 

from  Cancer: 

5 

Deaths 

from  Measles: 

Nil 

Deaths 

from  ?/ho oping  Cough: 

Nil 

Deaths 

from  Diarrhoea  under  tvvo  years: 

Nil 

-  2  - 


SUm'IARY  OF  DEATHS 


M 


Tuberculosis,  Non-respiratory :  1 
Other  Infectious  Disease:  1 
iklignant  Disease  of  Stomach:  1 
Other  malignant  Disease:  4 
Vascular  Lesions  of  Central  Nervous  System:  3 
Coronary  Disease  of  Heart:  4 
Other  Heart  Diseases:  2 
Other  Circulatory  Disease:  2 
Influenza:  1 
Bronchitis:  3 
Prostatic  Disease:  3 
Defined  and  Ill-defined  Disease:  3 
Accidental  death:  1 


F 


4 

1 

1 

4 


2 


Total  41. 


Total  29  12 


Twenty-nine  deaths  were  over  70;  fifteen  were  more 
than  80  years  of  age;  and  two  were  more  than  90  years 
old. 
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Since  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service 
in  July,  1948,  the  Expectant  Mothers  and  Nursing  Mothers  are 
attended  by  the  nurse  supplied  by  the  North  Riding  County 
Council,  and  by  the  family  doctor.  Young  children  are  atten¬ 
ded  by  the  same  numse,  chiefly  at  the  clinic  v\)hich  is  held  at 
Reeth  on  the  first  7'/ednesday  of  each  month. 

Domiciliary  hadvMfery  is  conducted  by  the  nurse,  and  the 
local  doctors,  A  great  number  of  the  ^^omen  go  to  the  Mater¬ 
nity  Hospital  at  Darlington  if  an  abnormal  delivery  is  anti¬ 
cipated.  If  hom.e  conditions  are  not  satisfactory  they  go  to 
the  Maternity  Hospital  at  Northallerton. 

The  local  doctors  carry  out  vaccinations  and  diphtheria 
immunisations.  Some  of  the  latter  are  done  at  the  clinic. 

The  nearest  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Richmond,  when  there 
are  ambulances  and  cars  for  sitting  cases. 

T'ne  Domestic  Health  Service  is  not  much  used  in  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

Mental  health  is  not  administered  by  the  Council  - 
patients  now  go  to  Winterton  near  Sedgefield,  which  is  nearer 
than  York. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  food  poisoning  in  1951. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  1951 


T^rphoid 

Paratyphoid 

Poliomyelitis 

Scarlet  Fever 

'vVho oping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Malaria 

OpthaEnia  Neo  Mato  rum 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Meningitis 
Dysentery 


M 


3 

5 

28 

3 

2 


F  Sent  ^  to 

Hospital 


1  4 

11 


25 

4  1 

1  2 


Total  83. 


41 


42 
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NI^Y  Ci^-SES 


DEATHS 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

A^e 

Periods  M  F  M  F 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
M  F  M  F 


0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

or  over 


1 


I  remain, 

G-entlemen, 

■Respectfully  yours, 
Dm.  C.  Speirs. 
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RiiJjiTE 


RUKAJ-  district  COU'DCIL 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT,  1951, 


Sanitary  Circumstances  oi  the  Area 


VIA.TER  SUPPLIES 


OTiiing  to  there  being  no  nevj  schemes  of  vjater  supply 
carried  out  during  fi'^e  ^rear  under  revievj,  f^e  \vater  supplied 
continues  to  be  of  a  suspicious  quality,  due  to  the  contami¬ 
nation  of  the  sources  of  supply  by  rabbits,  sheep,  and  cattle. 

Shortages  have  been  experienced  at  Keld,  Gunnerside,  Low 
Row,  Healaugh. ,  Reeth,  Ilarrick  and  Grinton. 


The  onl3^  improvement  to  report  is  at  Tbwaite,  where  works 
were  carried  out  to  eliminate  surface  water,  and  a  new  impound¬ 
ing  d'l  anib  er  constructed. 

The  temporary  overhead  main  across  the  River  Swale  at 
Held  is  still  in  use,  as  also  is  the  temporary  supply  from 
Eremington  Ldge  for  the  township  of  Reeth. 

To  serve  the  ‘new  Council  Fouses  at  Reeth,  386  3^ards  of 
3‘'  spun  iron  pipes  were  laid  from  the  existing  main,  four  fire 
hqrdrants  being  provided  on  this  length. 


Vfith  regard  to  the  proposed  Regional  Scheme,  this  has, 
regrettabljr^  been  held  up  ovmng  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  grant 
offered  towards  the  cost  of  the  scheme.  Deputation  to  the 
ministry"  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  resulted  in  an  increase 
in  the  grant  of  £6,000,  making  a  total  of  £18,000,  against  the 
contract  figure  (1949)  of  £80,000.  After  further  consideration 
the  Council  decided  that,  even  with  the  increase  in  the  grant 
and  a  similar  contribution  from  the  County,  the  burden  upon 
the  rates  would  be  too  heavy.  At  a  further  deputation  to  the 
ministry,  smaller  schemes  were  put  forv^ard  as  being  sufficient 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district.  It  was  also  suggested  that, 
should  the  ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  press  for  the 
Regional  Scheme,  in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  Agriculture, 
that  Ministry  should  meet  the  additional  cost  involved,  as 
compared  with  the  cost  of  the  smaller  schemes  -  some  £45,000. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Officers  at  the 
meeting  agr-eed  to  take  the  matter  up  direct  with  the  2viinistry 
of  Agriculture,  and  also  to  send  an  Engineer  to  Reeth  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  proposals  of  the  smaller  schemes. 

In  conclusion,  when  considering  water  supplies  for  the 
district,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind: 


(1)  that  it  is  a  duty  imposed  by  Statute  on  a  Local 
Authority  to  provide  a  supply  of  wholesome  water  in 
pipes  to  every  part  of  their  district  in  vjhlch  there 
are  houses  and  schools; 

that  the  existing  supplies  are,  on  present-day 
standards,  inadequate,  for  the  most  part  having  been 
provided  to  meet  the  needs  of  houses  without  baths 
and  NT  Os; 
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(3)  that  ne^'v  sources  of  supply  must  he  brought  into  use, 
and  that  whatever  sc>temes  are  embarked  upon  will  in¬ 
volve  consideraole  expenditure  and  the  consequent  levy 
ing  01^  a  General  Vvater  Hate.  This  is  unavoidable  if 
there  is  to  be  any  progress. 

(4)  that  any  schemes  embarked  upon  must  have  the  prior 
approval^of  t>^e  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment,  whici^  approval  can  only  be  obtained  when  the 
Ministry  are  satisfied  the  scheme  is  a  good  one.  This 
is  not  a  matter  of  so-called  ”red  tape,’’  but  to  ensure 
that  any  monies  spent  on  schemes  is  money  well  spent. 
This  is,  of  course,  in  the  long  run,  advantageous  to 
the  interests  of  the  district. 

SEVvERA.GE 


No  now  schemes  for  t^ne  sewering  of  villages  have  been 
embarked  upon  during  the  year,  these  being  consequent  on 
adequate  water  supplies  being  available. 

To  serve  the  new  Council  houses  at  Reeth,  300  yards  of 
6”  sewer,  were  laid  to  connect  to  the  existing  system. 


ACCOMMODATION 


Conversion  to  Mater  Closets:  3 

Additional  W. Cs.  to  existing  houses:  2 

Nevj  W.Cs.  on  conversion  and  improve¬ 
ments:  lO 

Private  septic  tanks  and  filters:  3 

Private  cesspools:  8 

Drains  tested  -  number  of  yards:  396 


PUBLIC  CLEA1^“3ING 

The  service  by  direct  labour,  using  motor  transport, 
was  extended  during  the  year  to  cover  every  village  and  ham¬ 
let  throughout  the  area,  mostly  by  a  v\ieekly  collection.  All 
farms  in  the  district  having  a  suitable  road  for  motor  trans¬ 
port  vvere  also  included,  the  most  outlying  by  monthly 
collection . 

The  Refuse  Tips  at  Peetham  Mood,  Ellerton  Moor,  and  Low 
Level  continue  to  be  used.  The  manner  in  W^ich  these  tips 
have  been  kept  by  your  employees,  Messrs.  Barningham  &  "fbite- 
head,  is  commendable.  Mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  effici 
ont  and  careful  maintenance  of  the  collection  ve'Hicle  by  the 
driver,  i.Ir .  Barningham. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  a  waste-paper  collection 
scheme  was  put  into  operation,  a  building  for  the  storage  of 
paper,  and  also  a  trailer,  were  kindly  put  at  the  disposal  of 
the  sct^eme  by  Councillor  P.  N.  Brown. 

HOUSING 


The  contract  for  the  building  of  twelve  houses  at  Reeth 
was  commenced  during  April,  and  on  w^^mch  good  progress  was 
made  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Housing  Act,  1949.  Only  one  application  was  received  for 
an  improvement  grant  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
The  application  was  not  approved,  t^-e  Council  not  being 
satisfied  that  the  house  in  question  had  a  life  of  30 
years . 
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Iriijproveraent  to  existing  lioiises,  without  grant  aih, 
resuitecl  in  9  new  bathrooms;  5  new  v\/ashouses  and  scu3.~ 
leries;  4  new  hitchens  and  J-0  new  ViT.Cs. 


x^’our  lie; 
vate  houses 


uices  wer 


v::? 


ranted  for 


the 


building 
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"'feter  supplies  to  schools  in  the  area,  with  the  exception 
of  Reeth  and  Arhengarthdaie ,  are  supplied  from  Council  raains. 

Cooling  arrangements  at  the  schools  are  carried  out  in 
a  satisfactory  raanner. 

With  reference  to  the  dry  closet  accommodation  at  Gunner- 
side  School,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  County  Education 
Committee  have  requested  tenders  for  the  instai3-ation  of  the 
water  carriage  svstem. 

FOOD  IHSPhCTIOH 

Only  small  quantities  of  bacon  and  tinned  foods  have  been 
condemned  as  imfit  for  human  consumption  at  retail  food  shops, 

RODhlvr  COllTHOL 


yeai' 


Although  there  were  no  Joj?  infestations'-  during  the 
,  a  good  number  of  isolated  infestations  at  houses  and 


piggeries  were  dealt  with.  Treatment  of  sewage  works  and  re¬ 
fuse  tips  has  also  been  carried  out.  Satisfactory  results 
vjere  obtained  by  pre-baiting,  followed  by  the  use  of  Zinc 
Phosphide. 

PUBLIC  COIWhiahlTCFS 

A  tender  from  G.  Brovm,  Lovj  Rovj,  of  £65C,  was  provisional 
ly  accepted  for  the  proposed  conveniences  at  Field,  but,  owing 
to  shortages  of  water  at  this  village,  it  was  considered  advi¬ 
sable  not  to  proceed  vnith  the  work  for  the  present. 

FACTORIES 


Routine  inspections  of  the  factories  in  the  area  during 
the  wear  revealed  no  defects  of  note. 


MJISANCS  INSPECTIONS 


Total  number  of  inspections  mads  for 
nuisances  only: 

iTujmbor  in  hand  at  end  of  previous  year: 

Number  needing  abatement : 

Number  abated: 

Number  outstanding  at  end  of  year: 
Number  of  informal  notices  served: 
Numfoer  of  notices  conrolied  with: 


Number  of  statutor”  notices  served: 


41 


27 

5 

4 

4 


Nil 


TENTS,  WAITS  AND  SIiEDS 


There  v-ere  no  congregations  of  these  structures  during 


the  year . 
conducted. 


Individual  caravans  in  the  area  have  been  well 


Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year: 


27 


BUILDING  LICBNoING 


Licences  issued  daring;  the  i~ear  have 
essential  -'7orhs  only,  to  include  inprovera 
to  houses,  nevj  ba t hr o orus  and  ' I .  Cs  .  ,  etc. 


been  confined  to 
ents  and  alteration 


s 


oANITANY  IN3I'; 


LTION^' 


OB  TZj]  AHjLI 


Compla  in t  s  inve s  t i "pa  t  s d  : 

Drain  testing: 

Nui sane e  l-nspe c  t  ions  : 

Baheries : 

Ice  C  r  0  aril  lla  n  uf  e  c  t  ur  o  r  s  : 

Boo d  pr enii s e s  : 

Catering  e  s  t  a  b  1  i  s ’me  n  t  s 
Licensed  pr  e  rei  s  e  s  : 
factories: 

housing  (miscellaneous) : 

Shops  Act : 

Nodent  control: 

Building  bye-lavvs  (  '’orl;:  in  pro¬ 
gress )  : 

Building  licensing: 

Private  water  supplies: 

C o Line i  1  vja ter  s upp li e s  : 

C  o  un  c  i  1  sewage  iv  o  r  Jr  s  : 

Bel use  tips: 

Infectious  diseases: 


r -.j 

125 

41 

26 

31 

44 


vJ 

22 

11? 

36 

55 

73 

56 

37 
63 
22 
17 
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BCTIOh  OB  D  ULLING  EOUSBS  DURING  THE 


YEAR 


(1) 


(2) 


a.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  during  the 
year  for  hous3.ng  defects.  (Under  public 
Health  or  Nousing  Acts) :  69 

bo  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose: 117 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  habitation:  nil 


Number  of  houses  (erclusing  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceeding  sub -head)  foujid  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation: 


41 


II  REEUDY  OB  DBIBEGTS  V/IThOUT  BERVICE  OB  BORI^LVL  NOTICE 


Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
Officers :  34 


III  ACTION  lATDER  BTATUTORY  DURING  TNO  ERiJAR 


a,  Proceedmngs  under  Sections  9,  10  &  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  r  e  q uir  ing  j?e x^a ir  s  : 

b,  Brooeodings  under  the  public  Health  Act. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  vLiich  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs: 


nil 

nil 


nil 
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nil 


c , 

(1) 


^  roc36cliiigs  unclsr  )Sec'bions  11  & 
Housing  ..xt,  1936: 

Number  oi  iiouses  in  respect  of 
lition  oraers  mere  male: 


13  of  the 

eihich  lsmO“ 


nil 


Number  of  houses  lemolishel 
lemolition  orders: 


in  purs  uanc  e  of 


nil 


1,  rroceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 0 


(1) 


Number  of  separate 
rooms  in  respect 
we  re  d  e  t  e  rmi ns  d : 


tenements  or  underground 
of  which  Closing  Orders 


nil 


(2) 


Number  of  separate 
rooms  in  respect 
IV  ere  d  e  t  e  mine  d , 
made  fit: 


tenements  or  underground 
of  ■'■'hich  Closing  Orders 
the  tenement  or  room  being 


nil 


OUCING  nCT,  1936,  AARf  17:  07:bRCR0vrDING 

a,  (1)  Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  rear: 

c- 

(11)  number  of  families  d\jslling  therein 

b,  (1)  Nuiiib.er  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

r G  j 0 r t  e d  d  ur ing  the  ye  ar : 


(11)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrov/ding  re 
1 i 0  V e  d  d  ur i ng  t he  ye  ar : 


C  0 


Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  been  overcrowded  after 
local  authority  has  tahen  steps  for  the 
ab at ement  of  o v e r c r owd ing : 


d 


Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 
crowding  conditions  upon  v/hich  the 
Iledical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider 
desirable  to  report: 


nil 

nil 


nil 

nil 


nil 


nil 
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